
SOP 9 Animal health practices 
Disbud with caustic paste
1. Dehorning calves from ____ days to ____ days of age.
2. Restrain calf with : _______________________________.
3. Administer the following product (must include an anesthetic and analgesic)
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4. Wait for medication to take effect. 
5. Hold the calf’s head.
6. Expose the horn bud (about the size of a 5 cents coin) by pushing the hair back. 
7. Apply the caustic to the horn bud. Apply a thin layer.
8. Reposition the hair over the paste and horn bud, cover the horn bud.
9. Keep calves in individual pens to avoid accidental caustic burns to other animals.
10. Check if the wound heals well (infection, swelling) and call the veterinary if necessary.
Castration
We do not castrate male calves because we do not keep them on the farm.
Supernumerary teat removal

1. Identify and remove supernumerary teats on heifers as early in life as possible
1. Ensure good physical restraint of the heifer with  __________________________________________.
2. Ensure the teat is completely separated from others.
3. Amputate teat with __________________________________________.
4. Provide adequate dry bedding to heifers to avoid infection.

